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DETAILED ACTION 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the internal angle 
between the upper member and the first joining member is less than ninety degrees and 
the internal angle between said upper member and said second joining member is less 
than ninety degrees (claim 6), the raw material being plywood, metal sheets, and metal 
panels (claims 9 and 10, lines 3-5), the members being separately formed and joined 
together to form the connector (claim 13), the members joined by nailing, screwing, 
taping, adhering, welding, gluing, and hinging (claim 14), and the spanning member 
connected to the upper members by nailing, screwing, taping, adhering, welding, gluing, 
and hinging (claim 15) must be shown or the features canceled from the claims. No 
new matter should be entered. 



The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "35" has been used to designate a first configuration of a 
mat with four holes each in the corners (Figures 4, 8, 9A, 9C, 11 A, 11C, and 12), a 
second configuration of a mat with two holes closer to each other at the edge (Figures 
9B and 9D), a third configuration of a mat with two holes each in the corners (Figure 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,265 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3679 

9D), and a fourth configuration of a mat that is rectangular with many holes (Figures 10 
and11B). 

The drawings are objected to because Figure 1 1 B needs to enclose the mats 
with a bracket. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended". If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings 
for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. The language should avoid using phrases, which can be implied, such as, 
"The disclosure concerns", "The disclosure defined by this invention", "The disclosure 
describes", "This patent discloses", etc. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

regarding claim 1, "each" in line 4 should be deleted since line 3 sets forth at 

least one two-prong connector unit and not at least two; 

Appropriate correction is required. For purposes of examining the instant 

invention, the examiner has assumed these corrections have been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , there is an inconsistency between the language in the 
preamble and a certain portion in the body of the claim, thereby making the scope of the 
claims unclear. The preamble clearly indicated that the connector is "for flexibly 
connecting adjacent first and second mat panel, with each mat panel having at least 
one hole near the edge abutting the adjacent mat panel". However, the body of the 
claim positively recites "the first and second mat panels", e.g., "said upper member lies 
on the top of said adjacent first and second mat panels and spans the distance between 
the holes in said adjacent mat panels" (lines 7-8), which indicates that the claims are 
being drawn to a combination of the "connector" and both the "first panel and the 
second panel". Accordingly, is the combination or subcombination being claimed? 
Appropriate correction, clarification, or both is required. For purposes of this Office 
action, the examiner has considered the connector alone. 

Regarding claim 12, the metes and bounds of the claim is unclear. In particular, 
how does the previous process set forth in claim 1 1 further limited by either molding, 
sculpting, press forming, or casting. Note that claim 1 1 sets forth the process using a 
single piece of material by cutting and forming the single piece of material into the 
members. 
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Regarding claim 16, the metes and bounds of the claim is unclear. In particular, 
it is unclear what the system comprises of. Further, the system appears to be defined 
by method steps in lines 2-4, and thus it is unclear how the steps limit the system. For 
purposes of this Office action, the examiner has considered the system comprising 
adjacent mat panels in combination with the connector. 

Regarding claim 25, the metes and bounds of the claim is unclear. In particular, 
how does the previous process set forth in claim 24 further limited by either molding, 
sculpting, press forming, or casting. Note that claim 24 sets forth the process using a 
single piece of material by cutting and forming the single piece of material into the 
members. 

Regarding claims 2-1 1 and 15, the claims depend from claim 1 and therefore are 
indefinite. 

Regarding claims 17-28, the claims depend from claim 16 and therefore are 
indefinite. 

Double Patenting 

Applicant is advised that should claim 3 be found allowable, claim 30 will be 
objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two 
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claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing 
one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03(k). Applicant should note that claim 2 provides for another two- 
prong connector unit and claim 3 provides the upper members being parallel and the 
lower prong members of each of the two-prong connector units in the same pane as 
one another. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-5, 9-12, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Parker, 487,374. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Parker discloses, in Figure 3, discloses a connector having at 
least one two-prong connector unit d comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up 
attachment), a first lower prong member A2, a second lower prong member A3, a first 
joining member A4, and a second joining member A5. The upper member A1 has a 
first end A6 and a second end A7. The first lower prong member A2 having an inner 
end A8 and an outer end A9. The second lower prong member A3 has an inner end A8 
and an outer end A9. The first joining member A4 connects the first end A6 of the 
upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the first lower prong member A2. The second 
joining member A5 connects the second end A7 of the upper member A1 to the inner 
end A8 of the second joining member A5. The upper member A1 is substantially 
parallel to the first lower prong member A2 and to the second lower prong member A3. 

Regarding claim 2, the one two-prong connector unit d is joined in parallel to 
another two-prong connector d by at least one spanning member b that connects the 
upper member of each of the of the two-prong connector units d. 

Regarding claim 3, the upper members A1 are parallel and the lower prong 
members A2 are in the same pane as one another. 

Regarding claim 4, the first joining member A4 is substantially parallel to the 
second joining member A5. 
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Regarding claim 5, an internal angle between the upper member A1 and the first 
joining member A4 is at least 90 degrees. An internal angle between the upper member 
A1 and the second joining member A5 is at least 90 degrees. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, the upper member A1, the first lower prong member 
A2, the second lower prong member A3, the first joining member A4, and the second 
joining member A5 are comprised of a raw material selected from steel. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the upper member A1, the first lower prong member A2, the 
second lower prong member A3, the first joining member A4, and the second joining 
member A5 are formed from a single piece of material. Applicant is reminded that it is 
the patentability of the product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined 
irrespective of whether process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of 
material is formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is of little consequence when Parker 
possesses such connector using a single piece of material. Therefore, this limitation 
has been given limited patentable weight. See MPEP 2113. 

Regarding claim 1 2, applicant is reminded that it is the patentability of the 
product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined irrespective of whether only 
process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of material is formed, e.g., 
by bending, molding, sculpting, press forming, and casting, is of little consequence 
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when Parked possesses such single piece of material formed. Therefore, this limitation 
has been given limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 13. 



Regarding claim 29, Parker discloses, in Figure 3, discloses a two-prong 
connector comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up attachment), a first lower 
prong member A2, a second lower prong member A3, a first joining member A4, and a 
second joining member A5. The upper member A1 has a first end A6 and a second 
end A7. The first lower prong member A2 having an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. 
The second lower prong member A3 has an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The 
first joining member A4 connects the first end A6 of the upper member A1 to the inner 
end A8 of the first lower prong member A2. The upper member A1 is substantially 
parallel to the first lower prong member A2 and substantially perpendicular to the first 
joining member A4. The second joining member A5 connects the second end A7 of the 
upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the second joining member A5. The upper 
member A1 is substantially parallel to the second lower prong member A3 and 
substantially perpendicular to the second joining member A5. 

Claims 1, 16, 9, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Johnson, 7,021,009. 



Regarding claim 1 , Johnson discloses, in Figure 8, discloses a connector 62 
comprising at least one two-prong connector unit comprising an upper member A1 (see 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,265 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3679 

marked-up attachment), a first lower prong member A2, a second lower prong member 
A3, a first joining member A4, and a second joining member A5. The upper member 
A1 has a first end A6 and a second end A7. The first lower prong member A2 having 
an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The second lower prong member A3 has an 
inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The first joining member A4 connects the first end 
A6 of the upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the first lower prong member A2. 
The second joining member A5 connects the second end A7 of the upper member A1 
to the inner end A8 of the second joining member A5. The^upper member A1 is 
substantially parallel to the first lower prong member A2 and to the second lower prong 
member A3. 

Regarding claim 16, Johnson discloses, in Figure 8, a system comprising 
adjacent mat panels 14 and a connector 62. The mat panels 14 have a hole 54 near 
edges. The connector 62 is inserted into the holes 54. The connector 62 has at least 
one two-prong connector unit comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up 
attachment), a first lower prong member A2, a second lower prong member A3, a first 
joining member A4, and a second joining member A5. The upper member A1 has a 
first end A6 and a second end A7. The upper member A1 lies on top of the mat panels 
14 and spans the distance between the holes 54 in the adjacent mat panels 14. The 
first lower prong member A2 has an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The second 
lower prong member A3 has an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The first joining 
member A4 connects the first end A6 of the upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of 
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the first lower prong member A2. The second joining member A5 connects the second 
end A7 of the upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the second joining member A5. 
The upper member A1 is substantially parallel to the first lower prong member A2 and 
to the second lower prong member A3. 

Regarding claims 9 and 22, the first lower prong member A2, the second lower 
prong member A3, the first joining member A4, and the second joining member A5 are 
comprised of a raw material selected from metal sheets. 

Claims 1-3, 11, 12, 15, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Dom, FR-1 ,559,036. 

Regarding claim 1 , Dom discloses, in Figure 5, discloses a connector 2 having at 
least one two-prong connector unit comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up 
attachment), a first lower prong member 22, a second lower prong member 22, a first 
joining member A2, and a second joining member A3. The upper member A1 has a 
first end A6 and a second end A7. The first lower prong member 22 having an inner 
end A8 and an outer end A9. The second lower prong member 22 has an inner end A8 
and an outer end A9. The first joining member A2 connects the first end A6 of the 
upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the first lower prong member 22. The second 
joining member A3 connects the second end A7 of the upper member A1 to the inner 
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end A8 of the second joining member A3. The upper member A1 is substantially 
parallel to the first lower prong member 22 and to the second lower prong member 22. 

Regarding claim 2, the one two-prong connector unit is joined in parallel to 
another two-prong connector by at least one spanning member 11 that connects the 
upper member A1 of each of the of the two-prong connector units. 

Regarding claim 3, the upper members A1 are parallel and the lower prong 
members 24 are in the same pane as one another. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the upper member, the first lower prong member, and the 
second lower prong member, the first joining member, the second joining member are 
formed from a single piece of material. Applicant is reminded that it is the patentability 
of the product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined irrespective of 
whether process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of material is 
formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is of little consequence when Dom possesses such 
connector using a single piece of material. Therefore, this limitation has been given 
limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 13. 

Applicant is reminded that it is the patentability of the product, not recited process 
steps, that is to be determined irrespective of whether process steps are recited. 
Accordingly, how the single piece of material is formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is 
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of little consequence when Parked possesses such single piece of material. Therefore, 
this limitation has been given limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 13. 

Regarding claim 12, applicant is reminded that it is the patentability of the 
product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined irrespective of whether only 
process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of material is formed, e.g., 
by bending, molding, sculpting, press forming, and casting, is of little consequence 
when Parked possesses such single piece of material formed. Therefore, this limitation 
has been given limited patentable weight. See MPEP 2113. * 

Regarding claim 15, the one spanning member 11 is connected to the upper 
members A1 . 

Regarding claim 30, Dom discloses, in Figure 5, discloses a connector 2 having 
at least one two-prong connector unit comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up 
attachment), a second upper member A1, a first lower prong member 22, a second 
lower prong member 22, a first joining member A2, a second joining member A3, a third 
lower prong member 22, a fourth lower prong member 22, a third joining member A4, a 
fourth joining member A5, and at least one spanning member 1 1 . The upper member 
A1 has a first end A6 and a second end A7. The first lower prong member 22 having 
an inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The second lower prong member 22 has an 
inner end A8 and an outer end A9. The first joining member A2 connects the first end 
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A6 of the upper member A1 to the inner end A8 of the first lower prong member 22. 
The second joining member A3 connects the second end A7 of the upper member A1 
to the inner end A8 of the second joining member A3. The upper member A1 is 
substantially parallel to the first lower prong member 22 and to the second lower prong 
member 22. The second upper member A1 has a first end and a second end. The third 
lower prong member and the fourth lower prong member have an inner end and an 
outer end. The third joining member connects the first end of the second upper member 
to the inner end of the third lower prong member. The second upper member is 
substantially parallel to the third lower prong member and substantially perpendicular to 
the third joining member. The fourth joining member connects the second end of the 
second upper member to the inner end of the fourth lower prong member. The second 
upper member is substantially parallel to the fourth lower prong member and 
substantially perpendicular to the fourth joining member. The spanning member 
connects the first upper member A1 to the second upper member A1. The first upper 
member and the second upper member are parallel to one another and the prong 
members 22 are in the same plane as one another. 

Claims 1 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Green, 4,610,250. 

Regarding claim 1 , Green discloses, in Figure 5, discloses a connector having at 
least one two-prong connector unit 11 comprising an upper member 13, a first lower 
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prong member 151, a second lower prong member 161, a first joining member 15, and 
a second joining member 16. The upper member 13 has a first end A6 (see marked-up 
attachment) and a second end A7. The first lower prong member 151 having an inher 
end A8 and an outer end A9. The second lower prong member 161 has an inner end 
A8 and an outer end A9. The first joining member 15 connects the first end A6 of the 
upper member 13 to the inner end A8 of the first lower prong member 151. The second 
joining member 16 connects the second end A7 of the upper member 13 to the inner 
end A8 of the second joining member 16. The upper member 13 is substantially 
parallel to the first lower prong member 151 and to the second lower prong member 
161. 

Regarding claim 6, an internal angle between the upper member 13 and the first 
joining member 15 is less than ninety degrees and an internal angle between the upper 
member 13 and the second joining member 16 is less than ninety degrees. 

Claims 16, 20, 22, 24, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brown, 4,172,680. 

Regarding claim 16, Brown discloses, in Figures 8A and 8B, a system comprising 
adjacent mat panels 13 and a connector 35. The mat panels 13 have a hole 14 near 
edges. The connector 35 is inserted into the holes 14. The connector 35 has at least 
one two-prong connector unit comprising an upper member A1 (see marked-up 
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attachment), a first lower prong member 36, a second lower prong member 36, a first 
joining member 37, and a second joining member 38. The upper member A1 has a first 
end and a second end. The upper member A1 lies on top of the mat panels 13 and 
spans the distance between the holes 14 in the adjacent mat panels 13. The first lower 
prong member 36 has an inner end and an outer end. The second lower prong member 
36 has an inner end and an outer end. The first joining member 37 connects the first 
end of the upper member A1 to the inner end of the first lower prong member 36. The 
second joining member 38 connects the second end of the upper member A1 to the 
inner end of the second joining member 38. The upper member A1 is substantially 
parallel to the first lower prong member 36 and to the second lower prong member 36. 

Regarding claim 20, the internal angle between the upper member A1 and the 
first joining member 37 is at least ninety degrees and the internal angle between the 
upper member A1 and the second joining member 38 is at least ninety degrees. . 

Regarding claim 22, the first joining member 37 and the second joining member 
38 are comprised of metal sheets. 

Regarding claim 24, the upper member A1, the first lower prong member 36, the 
second lower prong member 36, the first joining member 37, and the second joining 
member 38 are formed from a single piece of material. Applicant is reminded that it is 
the patentability of the product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined 
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irrespective of whether process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of 
material is formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is of little consequence when Parked 
possesses such single piece of material. Therefore, this limitation has been given 
limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 13. 

Regarding claim 25, applicant is reminded that it is the patentability of the ' 
product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined irrespective of whether only 
process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of material is formed, e.g., 
by bending, molding, sculpting, press forming, and casting, is of little consequence 
when Brown possesses such connector using a single piece of material. Therefore, this 
limitation has been given limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 13. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 8, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Parker, 487,374. 
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Regarding claims 7 and 8, Parker as discussed, discloses the upper member A1 , 
the first lower prong member, and the second lower prong member comprised of round 
rods; however, Parker fails to mention the dimensions of the upper member, the prongs, 
the round rods, the distance from the bottom surface of the lower prong members to the 
top surface of the upper member, and the length of the connector from the outer end of 
the first lower prong member to the outer edge of the second lower prong member, 
accordingly. Applicant is reminded that a change in size is generally recognized as 
being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to make the upper member be about five inches in 
length, the first and the second lower prong members be each about two inches in 
length, the distance from the bottom surface of each of the lower prong members to the 
top surface of the upper member be approximately one and three quarter inches, the 
length of the connector from the outer end of the first lower prong member to the outer 
edge of the second lower prong member be about eight inches, and the diameter of the 
rod be one-half inch since such a modification would have involved a mere change in 
the size of a component, i.e., the connector. In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Regarding claim 13, Parker discloses the claimed invention except for the 
members separately formed and joined together to form the connector. Applicant is 
reminded that constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves 
only routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. Erlienman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 
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Regarding claim 14, each of the members are joined. Applicant is reminded that 
it is the patentability of the product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined 
irrespective of whether process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of 
material is formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is of little consequence when Parked 
possesses such single piece of material. Therefore, this limitation has been given 
limited patentable weight. See MPEP 2113. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown, 
4,1 72,680, in view of Atkinson, 5,988,942. 

Regarding claim 18, Brown, as discussed, fails to disclose the upper member A1, 
the first lower prong member 36, and the second lower prong member 36 comprised of 
round rods. Brown also fails to disclose the dimensions of the upper member, the 
prongs, the round rods, the distance from the bottom surface of the lower prong 
members to the top surface of the upper member, and the length of the connector from 
the outer end of the first lower prong member to the outer edge of the second lower 
prong member, accordingly. Atkinson teaches, between Figures 3 and 5, the connector 
being made of plates or round rods as an alternative configuration of the connector to 
reduce weight or manufacturing costs. Therefore, as taught by Atkinson, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
make the connector of Brown of wire to reduce weight or manufacturing costs. 
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Further, applicant is reminded that a change in size is generally recognized as 
being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it would have been an 
obvious matter of design choice to make the upper member be about five inches in 
length, the first and the second lower prong members be each about two inches in 
length, the distance from the bottom surface of each of the lower prong members to the 
top surface of the upper member be approximately one and three quarter inches, the 
length of the connector from the outer end of the first lower prong member to the outer 
edge of the second lower prong member be about eight inches, and the diameter of the 
rod be one-half inch since such a modification would have involved a mere change in 
the size of a component, i.e., the connector. In re Rose, 105 USPQ 237 (CCPA 1955). 

Claims 21, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Brown, 4,172,680. 

Regarding claim 21 , Brown, as discussed, fails to disclose the internal angle 
between the upper member and the first joining member being less than ninety degrees 
and the internal angle between the upper member and the second joining member 
being less than ninety degrees. Applicant is reminded that discovering an optimum 
value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to change the angles between the upper member and both the first joining 
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member and the second joining member to provide a more effective clamping force 
between the mats. In re Boesch, 617 F.2d 272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980). 

Regarding claim 26, Brown discloses the claimed invention except for the 
members separately formed and joined together to form the connector. Applicant is 
reminded that constructing a formerly integral structure in various elements involves 
only routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. Erlienman, 168 USPQ 177, 179. 

Regarding claim 27, each of the members are joined. Applicant is reminded that 
it is the patentability of the product, not recited process steps, that is to be determined 
irrespective of whether process steps are recited. Accordingly, how the single piece of 
material is formed, e.g., by cutting and forming, is of little consequence when Parked 
possesses such single piece of material. Therefore, this limitation has been given 
limited patentable weight. See MPEP 21 1 3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 17 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claims 19 and 23 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

regarding claim 17, the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a system 
comprising adjacent mat panels and a connector comprising at least one two-prong 
connector unit joined in parallel to another two-prong connector unit by at least one 
spanning member connecting the upper member of each of the two-prong connector 
units wherein the upper members are parallel and the lower prong members are in the 
same plane as one another; and 

regarding claim 19 and 23, these claims depend from claim 17. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ernesto Garcia whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7083. The examiner can normally be reached from 9:30AM-6:00PM. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,265 



Page 24 



Art Unit: 3679 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached at 571-272-7087. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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